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Please visit our webpage at /www.umcnic.org/laity for more information and 

resources
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THE VISION OF OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Making and supporting Christians in vital congregations that engage with their communities 

and the world for peace, justice, and mercy

CORE VALUES  
• Mission focused • Culture of adaptation • Transparency • Honesty and graciousness with each other

• Ministries of Peace, Justice and Mercy  • Safe spaces for conversation • Relationship-building • Resources/
services provided closer to the local church • Living faithfully within diversity (as a conference, in our community 



LAITY CONVOCATION 2023


OPENING WORSHIP 


Opening Prayer:            Connie Augsburger


Litany:	          Connie Augsburger
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Scripture:	 Luke 10:1-9 - Common English Bible         Eugene Williams


10 After these things, the Lord commissioned seventy-two others and sent them on ahead in pairs to 
every city and place he was about to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is bigger than you can 
imagine, but there are few workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers for his harvest. 3 Go! Be warned, though, that I’m sending you out as lambs among wolves. 
4 Carry no wallet, no bag, and no sandals. Don’t even greet anyone along the way. 5 Whenever you 
enter a house, first say, ‘May peace be on this house.’ 6 If anyone there shares God’s peace, then your 
peace will rest on that person. If not, your blessing will return to you. 7 Remain in this house, eating 
and drinking whatever they set before you, for workers deserve their pay. Don’t move from house to 
house. 8 Whenever you enter a city and its people welcome you, eat what they set before you. 9 Heal 
the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘God’s kingdom has come upon you.’

          Mark Manzi
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HIGHLIGHTED LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRIES


	























































SPECIAL THANKS GOES TO


Randy Lawrence, Webinar Director	 Ed Green, Video Editor
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The Northern Illinois Conference works towards  
racial justice, equity, and inclusion through the…
•	Anti-Racism Task Force
•	Ethnic & Racial Fellowships & Ministries

•	Learning Path
•Conference Commission on Religion & Race

•	Becoming the Beloved Community: How to
Talk About Race in America—A workshop

•	Justice Generation—Empowering youth to
become racial justice leaders

• The Ephesus Project: Churches Together—
Churches of colorand predominantly white
churches building partnerships

•	CPRES:  Clergy Peer Reflection and Engage-
ment  Series—Clergy learning and support-
ing each other for racial justice & equity

•	Southside Cultural Tour—Visiting our racial
heritage

•	Speakers Series—Quarterly gatherings to
learn from experts.

The Anti-Racism Task Force creates and supports
programs and initiatives at the request of the Conference. 
So far it has created and oversees the following…

•	The Champion Team—A large group made up of volunteers across the conference working on
ARTF committees and/or spreading the work of the ARTF to their local churches.

Ethnic & Racial Fellowships & Ministries 
Black Methodists for Church Renewal, Asian-American Fel-
lowship (plus specific fellowships for groups such as Korean, 
Filipino, East Indian, etc.), Committee on Native American 
Ministries, Latino/Hispanic/Latinx Ministry Team…and more. 

The Learning Path provides abundant resources to deepen knowledge on race and
anti-racism, plus plans of guided study for individuals and groups.

The Conference Commission on Religion & Race’s 
central concern is with the connectional aspects of the United 
Methodist Church. As such it is the conference’s direct link to the 
vision, programs, and resources of the United Methodist Church’s General Commission on  
Religion and Race (GCORR) headquartered in Washington, D.C.  It tracks the racial “health” of the 
Northern Illinois Conference, the way churches and initiatives work together for racial justice and  
equity within the conference, and actions to bring justice, healing and compliance when harm is 
done. It forms connections to other groups working on issues related to anti-racism and its intersections.

Conference Comission on

www.umcnic.org/antiracism



“Make Disciples…Baptize them…Teach them…”
Jesus, just before he ascended into heaven

Task Force of the Northern Illinois ConferenceTask Force of the Northern Illinois Conference 
  of the United Methodist Church

umcnic.org/discipleship   DiscipleshipTF@umcnic.org

• Intentional Discipleship Systems
• NIC Prayer Network
• NIC Prayer Team

NIC Prayer Team Meetings on Zoom
       2nd Friday of the Month, 10:00 am

• Youth Discipleship
• NIC Book Club
• Youth Leader Support
• Conference Worship

Co-Chairs - Karen Bonnell and Rev Caleb Hong, 
Rev. Seamus Enright, Rev. Sharon Rice, Ellen Feliciano, Rev. Ayla Sampson, Pastor G Morris Jarkloh, 
and Connie Schweitzer
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