


RACISM IS A SIN



Strategic Priorities of the Northern 
Illinois  Conference UMC - 2019

1) To Grow and Reach New Disciples of   
Jesus Christ
2) To Live Out the Conviction that Racism 
is Incompatible with Christian Teaching
3) To increase the number of highly vital 
congregations



Northern Illinois Conference 
establishes Anti-Racism Task Force

Separate programs and 
initiatives have been created 
to help NIC United Methodists 
learn about the complexities 
of race, injustice and to take 
action to build a more just 
church and society.



Civil Rights Pilgrimage
A journey to help us lament, 

reconcile, and strengthen our 
resolve to fight racism.
And to bring others into 

our efforts.



Pilgrimage Connections
Northern Illinois Conference Anti-racism Task Force Civil Rights Planning Team worked with 
and received funding and/or support from the following: 

  
General Commission on Religion & Race
General Board of Church & Society
Discipleship Ministries
North Central Jurisdiction United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
General Commission on Archives & History
Naperville: Grace UMC
McKendree UMC, Nashville, TN
North Alabama Annual Conference
New Beginnings UMC, Birmingham, AL
First UMC, MOntgomery, AL
Metropolitan UMC, Montgomery, AL
Interfaith Montgomery, Montgomery, AL



What are Civil Rights?
Civil rights are the rights of individuals to 
be protected against unfair treatment or 
discriminatory policies/systems based on 
race/color, gender, age, or disability. 
Civil rights laws are necessary to protect 
people from discrimination.



•Founded in 1989 

•Works with marginalized communities

•Mission statement: “We are committed to 
changing the narrative about race in 
America”





National Memorial 
for Peace & Justice

“Say their names”
Remembering the 
terror of thousands 
of victims of 
lynching





The Civil Rights Movement emerged 
to change centuries of oppression and 
terror and to claim justice and 
equality.
Laws began to change,
Leaders began to emerge.
Demonstrations made a difference.









Voting rights became one of the many freedoms 
sought by the Civil Rights movement.

After the Civil War, the 15th Amendment, ratified in 1870, 
prohibited states from denying a male citizen the right to 
vote based on “race, color or previous condition of 
servitude.” 

But, various discriminatory practices were used to prevent 
African Americans, particularly those in the South, from 
exercising their right to vote.                  – History.com



In Alabama – in 1965, there were 17 million black people 
who could vote, but because of voter suppression only 300 
were registered.

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference organized a 
march from Selma to Montgomery, across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge – the first time, marchers were beaten by local police 
– the carnage known as “Bloody Sunday.”

But eventually the March happened, and led to a new Voting 
Rights Act in 1965.



1965 2023



Methodists have always been part 
of important change:

THEN and NOW!





“The Church is 
a place to be 
transformed.”

Rev. Dr. John Baldwin 
New Beginnings UMC
Birmingham, AL



“How can we consider 
ourselves as the 
church, if we don’t 
reach out and serve 
our community?”

Rev. Richard Williams,
Metropolitan UMC 
& Beacon Center,
Montgomery, AL





Where do you see yourself 
learning more, changing 
the world and fighting 
against racism?

How will you stand up?


