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Quilt Project
Quilts have played a significant role in American history and culture 
for centuries. Quilts are as unique as the people who create them. 
Similarly, different ethnicities have unique art forms. 
In 2024, the NIC Anti-Racism Task Force of the Northern Illinois Conference,  presented the Arts 
and Culture Series to explore the unique art forms of different ethnicities. As they journeyed 
together though the year to embrace the rich diversity of music, art and history, they invited  
participants to join in the making of an Arts & Culture Quilt.

Participants were asked to submit one square from an NIC individual, church or organization 
to represent their culture, community, history, or art. They were encouraged to incorporate the 
racial justice and equity theme with a phrase, title of a song, or something else of meaning. 
The individual blocks were completed and quilted into mini-quilts by the submitters. Individual 
squares were assembled into a final quilt by Ida Van Boven, a volunteer quilting coordinator from 
First UMC in Elmhurst. She added sashing, borders, binding, and a hanging pocket to the back.  

Upon completion the quilt was gifted to the Northern Illinois Conference to hang in their office 
and for it to be shared at the 2025 Annual Conference.

This book was created with photos of the individual squares and the stories submitted by the quilters explain-
ing the individual squares. It follows the squares as they are assembled starting with the top left corner.
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The “Wade in the Water” quilt square honors my African-American ancestors during the slave trade. The song 
“Wade in the Water”, a best-known spiritual, also honors Harriet Tubman, a conductor of the Underground 
Railroad. Often the escaped slaves walked through water to throw their scents off to the bloodhound dogs, thus 
evading pursuit and avoiding capture in order to reach the North for freedom. As a Tuskegee University gradu-
ate, a Historical Black College and University (HBCU), I must also pay my respect to the Fisk University (anoth-
er HBCU) Jubilee singers who popularized this song. They first sang it in 1867 and recorded it in 1925. Ramsey 
Lewis, a jazz pianist, made it a top hit in the United States in 1965. This song is also a song of hope and en-
couragement to get through hard times. It is often sung at Black protests and civil rights demonstrations. Many 
churches and organizations sing it in February during Black History Month. The sun represents the dawn of a 
new day – a new beginning – hope for the future. I decided to participate in this project to share some African 
American history and to uplift my mother, Frannie M.T. Simpkins, a seamstress, and my paternal grandmother, 
Susie Moore, who was a quilter.

Wade in the Water 
  

Submitted by: 
Rita L. Smith; Chicago: Resurrection UMC, United Women in Faith, Black Methodists for Church Renewal



4 * Arts and Culture Series: Quilt Project,  Northern Illinois Conference  

I grew up in Indiana and wanted to make a quilt that represented my home state. As I began researching Indiana, 
I discovered the Levi and Catherine Coffin home in Fountain City, which was then known as Newport. Levi and 
Catherine were Quakers who opened their home to enslaved persons on the Underground Railroad. The state 
of Indiana estimated that over a thousand people used their home during the 20 years they lived there. I found 
their Christian witness to be inspiring, and I decided to quilt a square to represent their home. The block was  
designed by Maria Umhey. The print fabric is a Japanese fabric that was left over from another project. I  
incorporated this fabric as a reminder of the Japanese internment camps during WWII. The beige fabrics were 
given to me by my sister-in-law, Jill Cranford, who has also included a square in this display. The Coffin’s witness 
reminds me that anti-racist work starts in the home and that our homes should be places of freedom for all 
people. This is only a start. Ultimately, laws and hearts would/will need to be changed. 

“I had already risked everything in the work – life, property, and reputation – and did not feel bound to respect 
human laws that came in direct contact with the law of God.” – Levi Coffin 

Home of Levi and Catherine Coffin 
  

Submitted by: 
Rev. Joseph Johnson; Elmhurst: First UMC
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This square is the logo that was designed for the theme of the 2024 Anti-Racism Task Force series. 

The logo was designed by Jenny Graham from Aldersgate UMC in Rockford to represent the weaving together of 
cultures that happens in America. 

Arts and Culture Logo  
  

Submitted by: 
Jenny Graham; Rockford: Aldersgate UMC, NIC Anti-Racism Task Force and Arts & Culture Planning Team
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We are working on re-planting our church after a coming merger and the need for community engagement. 

For this square, I designed a new garden with abundant light, fresh water, and interesting plants,  
as we grow and flourish.

We plant and water... Only GOD gives growth. 1 Corinthians: Chapter 3 
  

Submitted by: 
Christine Squier; Elmhurst: First UMC
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The quilt square is a combination of my love for embroidery and the quilting practices of my ancestors. I learned 
to cross-stitch and embroider from my grandma as a child. A few years ago, I was seeking a way to spend less 
time on my phone. I picked up embroidery again and have not looked back. The log cabin quilt pattern was cho-
sen because it was a pattern used by both grandmothers in the quilts they had created. I had stitched it to tie it 
back to the generations of women who made quilts by hand with scraps of fabric to keep their families warm. I 
also believe that hand stitching shows us the imperfections that remind us we are all works in progress. I chose 
the words “Never Lose Infinite Hope” because it reminds me that we are always to have hope and that there are 
good people in the world. It also reminds me of the Martin Luther King, Jr. quote, “the arc of the moral universe 
is long, but it bends toward justice.”

Never Lose Infinite Hope 
  

Submitted by: 
Lisa Schickert Smith; NIC Conference office, Cedarville UMC, Freeport: Red Oak UMC and Warren UMC
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Gather, Grow and Go is the mission statement of Christ UMC in Rockford. “We gather together as a body of 
Christ, both in-person and on-line, we grow as we move from believer to follower, and we go to make a Gospel 
impact in the world through our words and actions.” We hope this statement is inviting and inclusive to anyone 
who is looking for a church home. 

Our quilt square embodies these three goals: a basket, representing the gathering together, a flower, represent-
ing the growth we achieve through learning together, and a path, representing our desire to spread our love for 
God in both words and actions. 

Gather, Grow, and Go 
  

Submitted by: 
Peggy Giannangeli and Renee Johnson; Rockford: Christ UMC
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When I was young, I watched Miss America beauty pageants. For the intellectual question, I thought it seemed 
too easy, too superficial, and so redundant for the contestants to mention ‘world peace’. I was looking for a 
response that was more unique and thoughtful. Now, reflecting back on my young adulthood during the 60’s as 
well as reflecting forward on our current state of cultural and foreign affairs, we need world peace more desper-
ately than ever. The biblical image of the dove for peace is as relevant to me, and to all of us, as it ever was. 

Peace Dove  
  

Submitted by: 
Sandra Bodie; Elmhurst: First UMC
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My dad asked me to design a series of Scout Sunday patches that illustrated the beatitudes. He was influenced 
by a group of windows at Trinity UMC in Wilmette and suggested I use those for inspiration. I chose to alter one 
of those original designs to create a bold statement for this block. I selected the powerful words, hunger and 
thirst, along with the image of a fist to express the importance of equality. I used raw-edge appliqué, embroi-
dery, and machine quilting. To make the “lead” of the window appear shinier, I brushed the fabric with metallic 
ink. I incorporated 2 variegated threads in the embroidery of the fist to highlight multiple skin tones and to 
illustrate unity.

Hunger and Thirst Stained Glass  
  

Submitted by: 
Jill Cranford; Wilmette: Trinity UMC
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Wanda’s Circle is a community-based sewing organization of a few local church members and other sewers/
quilters from the area. The inspiration is Wanda Dikkers, a beloved church member, who gave encouragement 
to form the sewing quilt group to give of their talents to those in need in the community. Six participants have 
turned into 16 participants. They have added sewing, knitting, and crocheting lessons free to any member of 
the community. They have served area schools, nursing homes, hospitals and shut-ins with their quilts.  FACC, 
VOICES, Freeport Veterans and the State Police have also been given quilts and stuffed animals. Mittens and 
hats were given to the area schools. 

Wanda’s Circle   
  

Submitted by: 
Pamela Ferguson and Nancy Gray; Cedarville UMC and Wanda’s Circle
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I chose this verse to illustrate that each new day we are given is a gift of God’s creation.

 Each new day offers us an opportunity to care for all aspects of God’s wonderful creation; most especially, we 
are called to take care of one another.

Psalm 118:26   
  

Submitted by: 
Ruth Zervas; Elmhurst: First UMC
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The intention of this square is to commemorate the First Americans heritage in the area. We wanted to partic-
ipate in the project as a permanent acknowledgment of the history of the area and the fact that we are the site 
of the Indian Mounds of the ancient culture of the Hopewell people.

Hopewell Native American Mounds  
  

Submitted by: 
Pastor Toni Lucas; Albany UMC and Beatrice Ingersoll; Crossview
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“Blessings” is the name of my square. I selected the name to highlight the impact that the Bible verse, Numbers 
6:24-26, has had on my life. I first became aware of the verse as the benediction that was repeated at the end 
of my Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) weekly meetings during my teenage years. The group said it at each 
closing time, and it touched my heart, so I memorized it. I loved that the benediction centered around requesting 
God’s blessings and wishing others peace! In my adult years, this benediction was said at the end of my wedding 
and at the conclusion of the baptisms of each of my children. Later, it was also said as a passage prayer at the 
end of each of my parents’ and daughter’s funerals. I also prayed for blessings and peace for myself and my 
family as we grieved. I also wish for any for you who read this to feel blessed and at peace. 

Blessings 
  

Submitted by: 
Carol C. Johnson; Elmhurst: Christ UMC
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As Methodists, our embrace of those of different colors, orientations, and persuasions is important to me. So 
much so that I chose to make a block that represents the flag colors of the LGBTQ movement and skin tones of 
humankind: black, brown, red, yellow, white, and in between. He loves us all!

Love One Another as I have Loved You. John 12:34  
  

Submitted by: 
Ida Van Boven; Elmhurst: First UMC
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I chose to make a square with a red oak leaf to represent our church. Red Oak UMC is a small country church 
located in the village of Red Oak, Illinois. We have a small congregation who love coming together to worship 
the Lord. We are a friendly church and all who enter are welcome. 

Red Oak Leaf  
  

Submitted by: 
Judy Christensen; Freeport: Red Oak UMC
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The idea and inspiration from this square comes from two sources. First, my grandmother, after she passed I 
learned this was her favorite Bible verse. She was a woman I admired and loved. I feel connected to her know-
ing these words inspired her. Secondly, our mindfulness group at First UMC in Elmhurst that started before the 
pandemic and meets weekly. This wonderful group provides a framework for mindfulness, contemplative prayer 
and “meditations of the heart”, connecting to ourselves and to God.

Psalm 19:14, Acknowledging the Mindfulness Group 
  

Submitted by: 
Pam Locke; Elmhurst: First UMC and the Mindfulness Group
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Pastor Hope was the inspiration for the project. We have a very diverse congregation. Everyone is welcome. 
Pastor knows that I am a quilter and a sewist. So, she naturally asked if I would like to make a square to repre-
sent t our church. The flags represent the prayer flags that our community has been participating in. We write 
our prayers on them, and they are hanging outside our church on a line. The doves and the words represent love, 
harmony, compassion and unity; at our church we try to live this. 

Prayer Flags with Doves  
  

Submitted by: 
Kim Darling and Kay Maloney; Des Plaines: First UMC
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This square represents the “Gift” that was given to me after heart surgery. My cousin Linda was a counselor at 
a hospital before retirement. She has always used art and music at work and now in her leisure. The “Musicians 
Garden” gave me calm feelings and hope for the future.

The Gift    
  

Submitted by: 
Kay Michael: Elmhurst: First UMC
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Reaching  
  

Submitted by: 
Kathy Hansen; Elmhurst: First UMC 
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The Poplar Grove United Methodist Church Baked Potato Fundraiser is a big part of our church’s identity and 
history. The church family has worked together in Christian fellowship each autumn in the Potato Tent for over 
30 years. It takes teamwork to organize volunteers to bake and assemble 10,000 baked potatoes with toppings 
sold over six weekends, mid-September to late-October. Not only is this fundraiser important for the budget, 
but it is also known for building friendships among the congregation and community, all in service to God. The 
potato tent is located at Edwards Orchard, a local establishment run by church members. It’s fun to be at the 
orchard, sharing in the excitement of fall and family tradition. Life-long church member and talented quilter Judy 
Noe designed this quilt square with the help of Pastor Tércio Junker and church administrator Linda Geishert as 
a tribute to the potato tent and all it represents.

Baked Potato and Topping Fundraiser   
  

Submitted by: 
Linda Geishert,  Rev. Dr. Tércio B. Junker, and Judy Noe; Poplar Grove UMC
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In April 2023, I was blessed to participate in the Civil Rights Pilgrimage alongside other United Methodists. The 
trip was educational and extremely inspiring. One of the most moving experiences for me was when we met civil 
rights icon and Freedom Singer Charles Neblett. Mr. Neblett stood in the lobby of our hotel and sang the lyrics, 
“Freedom, still fighting for freedom, 59 and 60 years down the line.” His heart-wrenching, beautiful singing 
gave me a glimpse into the sadness and determination that all those who have fought for equal rights for African 
Americans have carried. The background of the quilt square is from a painting in the Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute. To me, it beautifully depicts the struggle for African Americans to have true freedom. This is why I am 
dedicated to continuing to fight for freedom for all. 

Still Fighting for Freedom  
  

Submitted by: 
Lisa Rogers: Elmhurst: First UMC
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This rural farming community of La Moille, IL, in Bureau County, was active in the Underground Railroad. The 
rich history of this area is interesting for a small town. There were churches and homes which were safe places 
for African American Slaves. The slaves used quilt patterns as a secret code to navigate individuals in the Under-
ground Railroad. The “Wagon Wheel”, “Tumbling Blocks”, and the “Bear’s Paw” were some of the patterns used 
to carry secret messages to individuals traveling on the Underground Railroad, helping them find freedom, food, 
and safe lodging. The “Bear’s Paw” led them by following animal tracks and droppings to food and water. Rev. 
John Cross, as a Wesleyan Methodist Minister and general agent and superintendent of the Underground Rail-
road, resided near La Moille and was succeeded in office by Owen Lovejoy. This little town is still feeding those 
in need with a micro-pantry, community meals, and safe places to stay. 

Bear’s Paw    
  

Submitted by: 
Donna Jungnickel; La Moille: Community UMC
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Our church has been located in Rockford’s downtown area for over 150 years, with the hand quilting group 
forming in 1974. The first quilt they made was on white tablecloth, queen-sized, with an eagle quilted on the top 
to celebrate ‘1976’. “Hand” quilting is our method. We have pieced, designed, repaired, and made quilts and baby 
quilts. We also have finished projects from past mom’s, gramma’s, and friend’s pieces. Plus, quilts were made 
to sell to help earn money for the church’s mission needs and repairs. We have had over 15-20 ladies for many 
years. Now we are 8-10, but we are also friends and share a strong fellowship as Christian women. We feel our 
hands and quilting are a way to do direct mission. We feel God’s mission. “We move forward to serve all people 
in our community,” was in a message from Pastor Culpepper. Our quilts come with open hands, open mind and 
open hearts.

Court Street 3D Butterfly  
  

Submitted by: 
Judy Schmitt; Rockford: Court Street UMC, Renee Johnson and Peggy Gianangelli; Rockford: Christ UMC, 
and the Court Street Quilters 
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I first ran into these words when reading A Farewell to Arms. This phrase has stayed with me throughout various 
times in my life. I had it engraved on my wedding ring. It is on my tombstone. The phrase speaks to me about the 
universal humanity of all humankind throughout the world. It is an expression of love and kindness. 

No one is an island…    
  

Submitted by: 
Jack Tucker: Elmhurst: First UMC
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In John 21, Jesus tells Simon Peter, “Feed my sheep.” My quilt square, done in collage quilting, represents this 
verse. I believe Jesus tells us today to welcome all to the table, to our church, and into our lives. I have family 
members and friends who are represented by all the sheep pictured, including LGBTQIA, Trans, handicapped, 
and people of color. I have included a white ewe to represent all women who are beginning to lose rights that we 
struggled for years to gain. We are all God’s children!

Feed My Sheep   
  

Submitted by: 
Kay Williams; Barrington UMC
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Our piece represents freedom for all. We used different fabrics to depict what America stands for. We all need 
to unite as one, as God wanted us to do. God created us in all shapes and colors, and status so that we should 
welcome all God’s people. 

Freedom for All    
  

Submitted by: 
Linda Anderson, Marty Garrett, Mary Geier, Heidi Gilday, Jean Haling, Marilyn Hall, and Sharon Michaelis; 
UMC Quilters of Antioch IL
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I chose this for my square because I feel if we can live by this simple principle, we can be better and do better to 
all those around us. 

Show God’s love always, to those that look like ourselves or not, whether they agree with you or not.

Called By Love, Show God’s Love  
  

Submitted by: 
Jennifer Christian; Elmhurst: First UMC 
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Thank you to all of our submitters:
•	 Linda Anderson, Marty Garrett, Mary Geier, Heidi Gilday, Jean Haling, Marilyn Hall, and  

Sharon Michaelis; UMC Quilters of Antioch IL
•	 Sandra Bodie; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Jennifer Christian; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Judy Christensen; Freeport: Red Oak UMC
•	 Jill Cranford; Wilmette: Trinity UMC
•	 Kim Darling and Kay; Des Plaines: First UMC
•	 Pamela Ferguson and Nancy Gray; Cedarville UMC and Wanda’s Circle
•	 Linda Geishert, Rev. Dr. Tércio B. Junker, and Judy Noe; Poplar Grove UMC
•	 Peggy Giannangeli and Renee Johnson; Rockford: Christ UMC
•	 Jenny Graham; Rockford: Aldersgate UMC, NIC Anti-Racism Task Force and Arts & Culture Planning Team
•	 Kathy Hansen; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Carol C. Johnson; Elmhurst: Christ UMC
•	 Rev. Joseph Johnson; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Donna Jungnickel; La Moille: Community UMC
•	 Pam Locke; Elmhurst: First UMC and the Mindfulness Group
•	 Pastor Toni Lucas; Albany UMC and Beatrice Ingersoll; Crossview
•	 Kay Michael: Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Judy Schmitt; Rockford: Court Street UMC, Renee Johnson and Peggy Gianangelli; Rockford: Christ 

UMC, and the Court Street Quilters
•	 Lisa Schickert Smith; NIC Conference office, Cedarville UMC, Freeport: Red Oak UMC and Warren UMC
•	 Christine Squier; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Rita L. Smith; Chicago: Resurrection UMC, United Women in Faith, Black Methodists for Church Renewal
•	 Jack Tucker: Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Ida Van Boven; Elmhurst: First UMC
•	 Kay Williams; Barrington UMC
•	 Ruth Zervas; Elmhurst: First UMC

A special thank you to Ida Van Boven of Elmhurst: First UMC for assembling the quilt into the 
finished piece. Your time and patience is appreciated. 

Thank you also to the NIC Anti-Racism Task Force Series Committee Members:  
Tim Alexander, Chair (Schaumburg: Our Saviors UMC), Jenny Graham (Rockford: Aldersgate UMC),  
Pastor Toni Lucas (Albany UMC), Dr. Betty Hart, Northern GA Conference, Dr. Richard Guzman  
(Bolingbrook: Friendship UMC), and the project manager Amania Drane (Bolingbrook: Friendship UMC).



Quilt Project


