GUIDELINES FOR LOCAL CHURCH AND CERTIFIED LAY SPEAKERS

I. Local Church Lay Speakers

A. Opportunities for service

· Foster care-giving ministries within the local church and community.

· Give assistance and support of the program emphases of the local church (with emphasis on the lay speaker initiating such involvement).

· Relate to work areas and committees to provide leadership for congregational and community life.

· Lead meetings for prayer, study, training, and discussion.

· Assist in worship services in the local church.

· Conduct services of worship.

· Present sermons and addresses, and lead meetings for study and training.

B. Approval process

· Complete the Lay Speaking Ministry: Basic Course.

· Submit request (form provided) for approval from pastor and Charge Conference or Administrative Council/Board in congregation where they hold membership.

· Return completed form to your District Office.

C. Continued recognition

· File an annual report and reapplication (form provided) with their charge conference.

II. Certified Lay Speakers

A. Opportunities for service

· Provide leadership for congregational and community life.

· Foster and provide leadership in care giving ministries.

· Relate to appropriate committees and work areas in the local church, district, and conference.

· Take initiative in giving support and assistance to the program emphases of the church.

· Help in worship services and lead meetings for prayer, study, and discussion in the congregation.

· Conduct services of worship, present sermons and addresses, and lead meetings for study and training in settings other than those in the local church where lay speaker holds membership.

B. Approval process

· Complete the following courses: Lay Speaking Ministry: Basic Course, and UM Heritage.
· Submit request (form provided) for approval from pastor and Charge Conference or Administrative Council/Board in congregation where they hold membership.

· Return completed form to your District Office.

C. Continued certification

· File and annual report and reapplication (form provided) with their charge conference.

· Complete at least one additional advanced course every three years – If fail to take additional advanced course, may request Local Church Lay Speaker recognition.
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